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A “unique lens into the art world of the 1940s,” Daly
paintings find homes in American museums

Post war (1945 50) was a patrticularly significant period for the young Norman Daly who found his first
personal style as a painter, exhibited regularly in New York City galleries and received enthusiastic reviews in
the mainstream press. He created dozens of works for his “Southwest Series” and “Mythical Animal Series”
inspired by his experiences in the American Southwest while an art student at the University of Colorado in the
mid-1930s. Many of these works were sold to museums or collectors while others were included in American

exhibitions in the years that followed.

Three paintings from Norman Daly’s ‘Southwest Series’ (left)
at the Durand-Ruel Gallery, New York City, 1947

Over the past decade a number of significant acquisitions have been made by American

museums, most of them in collaboration with Museum Exchange It is always exciting for Norman

Daly Art when paintings are roused from their slumber in the art storage facility to meet new

audiences in museums across the United States.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Norman_Daly

Rollins Museum of Art
Winter Park Florida

Bull and Cow | 1949 | Oil | 26 x 36

It was with great enthusiasm that the Rollins Museum of Art acquired Norman Daly’s Bull and Cow in 2022.

“We are so thrilled to receive Bull and Cow,” Curator Gisela Carbonell explains. “The painting is a meaningful
addition to the museum’s permanent collection Formally thematically and historically it aligns with our collecting
priorities and our teaching mission. It adds significantly to our holdings which include important works from the
1940s that speak to the modernist aesthetic and show the shifts in American art that characterize this period.
Bull and Cow from the “Mythical Animal Series” will substantially add to the understanding of the period and

provides an approach currently underrepresented in the collection.”

The Rollins Museum of Art is an academic museum located on the campus of Rollins College in Winter
Park Florida It serves as a cultural resource for the college and the Central Florida community by integrating
art into a memorable learning experience.

Visit the Rollins Museum website



https://www.rollins.edu/rma/

Mattatuck Museum
Waterbury Connecticut

Migrants | 1948 | Encaustic |18 x 36

Migrants from Daly s “Southwest Series” was acquired by the Mattatuck Museum in 2022.

According to Chief Curator Cecelia “Keffie” Feldman, “The fascinating work of Norman Daly is a perfect fit for
the Mattatuck Museum s interdisciplinary approach with which Daly’s artwork compellingly engages. Native
American imagery in early career examples, like this piece, to his later work in fictive archaeology. Migrants will
serve as the basis for discussions about Primitivism in modernist art, and the ways in which Daly’s work fits
into— and yet also subverts— such categorizations Discussions could also consider issues of cultural
appropriation and inspiration that are highly relevant to the Mattatuck’s collection,” Feldman continues, “It
includes Native American art and material culture.

Migrants also offers an opportunity for comparison between historic and modern examples of encaustic art

enhancing our ability to explore and showcase this important medium.

The Mattatuck is a regional museum located in Waterbury Connecticut. Its central mission is to showcase a

rich blend of art history and community engagement with a focus on local heritage and contemporary American
art.

Visit the Mattatuck Museum website



https://www.mattmuseum.org/

Boca Raton Museum of Art
Boca Raton, Florida

Procession | 1948 | Oil | 30 x 40

The Boca Raton Museum of Art acquired Procession from Norman Daly’s “Southwest Series” in
2023.

Curatorial staff selected the work to augment their historical mid-20™-century gallery where they noted
that Daly’s work will “fit very well among other accomplished artists who have been lesser known to the
public.”

As the cultural heart of South Florida’s art scene, the Boca Raton Museum of Art and its art school
play a significant role in promoting the visual arts and attract local citizens scholars and visitors from
around the world.

Visit the Boca Raton Museum website




Fairfield University Art Museum
Fairfield, Connecticut

Mare | 1948 | Oil | 26 x 36

In 2023 the Fairfield University Art Museum “a young museum home to a small yet robust collection
acquired Norman Daly’s Mare from the “Mythical Animal Series.”

“The gift of this painting by Norman Daly will have a great impact on our growing institution,” explains
Director Carry Mack Weber, “and fills an important gap in our collection of Modern and Contemporary

American art whose holdings will be complemented and enriched by sharing space with this painting.”

Weber continues, “It will also be very impactful to our institution’s educational mission by allowing our
students from all disciplines as well as scholars and the greater Fairfield community close access to
Daly’s remarkable work. Our expert faculty will also have the opportunity to study and teach from this
object. We hope everyone will draw tremendous benefit from the opportunity to engage with Mare.”

Fairfield University Art Museum (FUAM), located on the campus of Fairfield University, houses a
diverse collection of art spanning various periods and cultures. Showcasing temporary and
contemporary exhibits, FUAM emphasizes educational outreach, offering lectures, workshops, and
programs for both students and the public.

Visit the Fairfield University Art Museum website



https://www.fairfield.edu/museum/

Dennos Museum Center
Traverse City, Michigan

Ass and Bird | 1949 | Casein | 20 x 14 (left)
Cow and Bird #1 | 1949 | Oil | 24 x 18 (right)

The Dennos Museum Center acquired two paintings from Daly’s “Mythical Animal
Series” in 2024 -- Ass and Bird and Cow and Bird No. 1.

“‘Norman Daly’s artwork strongly complements existing holdings at the Dennos Museum Center,”
explains curator Craig Hadley, “and will greatly increase the teaching and programmatic connections
that can be made with our students, faculty and community members. We look forward to sharing these

two paintings with our museum visitors.”

The Dennos Museum Center at Northwestern Michigan College is a premier cultural facility and one
of the largest community college museums in the United States most notable for its collection of Inuit
art.

Visit the Dennos Museum website




Ellen Noel Art Museum

Odessa, Texas

Jo

Hunter's End | 1947 | Oil |22 x 40

“The Ellen Noél Art Museum of the Permian Basin is delighted to welcome Hunter’s End by Norman
Daly into our permanent collection,” says Chief Curator Daniel Zies. “Hunter’s End offers a unique lens
into the art world of the 1940s a period marked by the turbulence of World War Il and the transformative
shifts that followed in both global culture and artistic expression This piece holds particular significance
for the Museum as it deepens our collection’s representation of mid-20""-century American art. It allows
our visitors not only to appreciate Daly’s individual artistic contributions, but also to gain a richer
understanding of the broader movements that shaped American culture during this transformative time.
With Hunter s End (“Southwest Series”) we aim to offer our audiences a more complete and nuanced

view of the many voices and visions that make up the narrative of American art history.”

The Ellen Noél Art Museum located in Odessa Texas is a cultural institution that serves as a regional
hub for visual arts The museum offers a range of exhibitions educational programs and community
outreach initiatives aimed at enhancing the appreciation of the visual arts in the West Texas region.

Visit the Ellen Noel Museum of Art website



https://www.noelartmuseum.org/

Asheville Art Museum
Asheville, North Carolina

In 2012 the Asheville Art Museum in North
Carolina acquired Norman Daly’s Tobias and

the Angel for its collection of American art.

“Daly’s lifelong interest in mythology and
religion helped him parse what it means to be
human and his approach to art demonstrates
a profound understanding of art history and
materiality,” reflected Amelia Brown of the
museum’s curatorial staff. “Referencing
Renaissance panel paintings this work recalls
the biblical tale of Tobias who is aided by the
archangel Raphael in his quest to free his
relative Sarah from demons and restore his
father’'s eyesight. Tobias and the Angel
highlights the historical and cultural
importance of faith and is at home in our
collection because it merges universal

themes with meticulous craft.”

We would also note that Daly traveled .
frequently in Italy to experience the art of the  [iielelleNyelaleRialcFoNole (Sl BN b/- 10N O] I CTOD @C 15

Renaissance As an educator he introduced his
Cornell students to pictorial analysis through the use of Renaissance paintings.

Tobias and the Angel was donated to the Asheville Museum in 2012, in memory of their mother by the
children of Elizabeth Cornell, artist and close friend of Norman Daly.

The Asheville Art Museum located in downtown Asheville serves as a vibrant cultural hub for artistic
exploration in Western North Carolina and is known for its focus on American art of the 20th and 21st
centuries.

Visit the Asheville Art Museum website



https://ashevilleart.org/
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Herbert F. Johnson Musesum of Art, Cornell University, 2004

Museums interested in a donation should please review the current inventory (best viewed
on your computer for full effect), then get in direct touch with us about a donation.

Members of Museum Exchange could check the quarterly online catalog which
offers a rotating selection of Daly paintings.


https://normandalyart.org/galleries/available-paintings/

