GALLERY NOTES

Vol. 38, No. 2 November 1972

Exhibitions

The Civilization of Llhuros—Nov 4-Dec 3
Arena Group—Nov 4-Dec 3
16th-18th Century Tapestries—to Nov 26

Members’ Opening

Friday, November 3, 8 to 10 o'clock
Admission free with membership card

Arena Group

The Arena Group of some 40 professional art-
ists and teachers of the Rochester area will
stage its annual show November 4-December
3. The opening for members of Group and
Gallery is 8-10 p. m. on November 3. Joachim
Mueller is chairman and the steering commit-
tee has on it Sylvia Davis, Kurt Feuerherm,
Carolyn LePage, Anne Mariano, Edythe Shed-
den, Jean Schanker, Al Wilson and Carl Zollo.

Norman Daly’s Civilization

Utilitarian and ritual objects, scientific instru-
ments, architectural fragments, tribal chants
and religious poetry—all from the previously
unknown civilization of "Llhuros''—will make
up our exhibition on display November 4 to
December 3. An illustrated catalogue liberally
annotated by archeological and anthropological
scholars accompanies the show.

It's a remarkable exhibition even on this level.
But if you stop there, you will be missing most
of the show.

Close examination of these Llhuroscian arti-
facts brings out some disturbing contradictions.
A mural fragment from the "Temple of Phallos
at Trolydos' turns out to be not stone but sty-
rofoam. A votive object—'"'"Late Archaic
(Lamplo), the catalogue says—begins to look
awfully like the innards of a 20th century steam
iron. And some of the scholarly notations take
onaspects of parody: ""Kenneth Bearing assumes
this to be a temple votive containing an 'impris-
oned' image of a minor deity who incurred the
strong disapproval of believers. (Annual Re-
port, p. 39). But Maurice Peyrefitte's sug-
gestion that it may be a votive of the anchorite
Ur Ur cannot be disregarded."

DWARF MONSTER RIDING A WHEEL —This object
has been tentatively identified by Dr. Chai Lung Lee,
director of the Institute of Paleography, Peking,
China, as atoy. The inner balancing wheel and track
are missing. Lent by Count Michel Thouvenot, Paris.

What gives ? All of Llhuros—artifacts, culture,
scholarship and all—is in fact the fabrication
of a single contemporary artist, Norman Daly,
who has been creating his civilization for the
last several years out of a felicitous combina-
tion of found objects and his own imagination.

The ambiguity of the show is deliberate. Some
of the objects are carefully patinated to suggest
great age. Others are scarcely disguised at
all. A "section of temple wall' made out of a
packing case, for example, still says '""Honda"
on it. The "planned interferences,' the con-
tradictions in clues, are intended to make the
viewer actively aware of the synthetic nature

of the civilization and to involve him with the
artist in its ""rediscovery.'" Beyond that, Daly
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hopes that "the foibles, follies, superstitions,
cruelties, fears and anxieties of this mythical
culture are recognized as having disquieting
resemblance to our own civilization."

The result is what "Newsweek' calls "'an out-
rageous spoof of archeological exhibits, a
tour de force of craftsmanship and a provoca-
tive esthetic experience."

Since 1942 Daly has been professor of painting
and sculpture at Cornell, where this exhibition
originated. A grant from the New York State
Council on the Arts has made it possible for
us to bring it to Rochester.

Supper Talk

- What's behind '""The
Civilization of Llhuros"
% — will be presented as our
Supper Talk for Novem-
ber 21. Speaker will be
Norman Daly, fabrica-
tor of the mythic civil-
ization that makes up
our November exhibi-
tion.

Norman Daly

The talk at 8:15 is free and open to the public.
The supper at 6:30 is for Gallery members
only.

Daly, winner of the Juror's Award in our 1963
Rochester-Finger Lakes Exhibition, is an old
friend of the Gallery. He has spoken here

on numerous occasions and will again, just
before this talk, at one of the sessions of the
"Leaders and Adventurers'' course. His work
has been exhibited at museums like the Met-
ropolitan and the Whitney, and his current ex-
hibition on Llhuros has been creating a sensa-
tion wherever it has been shown.

Reservations for sherry and supper are $3.50
a place. Your check (mailed to "Buffet Supper"

Soul-In

Last year's Soul-In—which brought some 800
people to the Gallery—went over so well we're
going to do it again. It's scheduled for 1to 9
p. m. Saturday, November 18: Soul food,
Afro-American fashion show, and The Bottom
of the Bucket, But! Dance Theater. Everybody
is invited.

The dinner, put on by Rochester Community
Involvement, Inc., will be served between 1
and 6 o'clock. No reservations are necessary.
Places are $2.50 for adults, $1. 50 for children.

Lala Stokelin is arranging the fashion show,
set for 3 p.m. The dance performance begins
at 7. The Bottom of the Bucket group, directed
by Garth Fagan, has been very active in and
around Rochester the last couple of years and
was warmly received at its recent New York
appearance. - With the exception of the dinner,
all the Soul-In presentations are free.

Munch Materializes

This color lithograph by Edvard Munch is now
part of our collection, courtesy of all the
hungry patrons of the "Munchies for a Munch"
gourmet deli. The glorified baked food sale
has been a staple of the Clothesline show for
the last two years. It was the brainchild of
Earl Kage, Glorya Mueller and other "artists
of the kitchen' who wanted to give the Gallery
a print by the Norwegian expressionist, and
very ingeniously figured out that the way to the
man's art was through the stomach. Appro-
priate to the gastronomical theme, the fine
example of his work purchased through the
proceeds of the sale is called "Apple Picking."
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“~at the Gallery) will hold them for you. Reser= 77

vations are limited and close November 17.

Tapestry Show

French and Flemish tapestries from the 16th
through the 18th centuries are on display in
our concourse through November 26. Most of
them are from the Gallery collection and a
number have not been on exhibition before.
Exhibited with them is a contrasting group of
20th century sculptures, both abstract and fig-
urative, by Henry Moore, Rodin, Maillol, Kolbe,
Nadelman, Colla, Somaini, and Rochester's
William Sellers. It is the first of a series of
special exhibitions from the permanent collec-
tion that you will be seeing during the coming
months.

EDVARD MUNCH (Norwegian, 20th c.)
Apple Picking, color lithograph
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